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Part 1: What is the Fear of God?
Generally Commanded, often was a major playing alongside other fundamental things. In
the Psalms, this is often spoken of alongside worshiping God. (31 verses, 5 NT)
o

Deuteronomy 6:13 (ESV)
13

It is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you
shall swear.
o

Deuteronomy 10:20 (ESV)
20

You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by
his name you shall swear.
o

Deuteronomy 10:12 (ESV)
12

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul,
o

Deuteronomy 13:4 (ESV)
4

You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear him and keep his commandments
and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him.
o

Joshua 24:14 (ESV)
14

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put
away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the
Lord.
o

1 Samuel 12:24 (ESV)
24

Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what
great things he has done for you.
o

1 Chronicles 16:30 (ESV)
30

o

tremble before him, all the earth;
yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved.

Psalm 2:11 (ESV)
11

Serve the Lord with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

o
8

Let all the earth fear the Lord;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!
o

11

Psalm 33:8 (ESV)

Psalm 34:11 (ESV)

Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
o

Psalm 47:2 (ESV)
2

o
5

Psalm 72:5 (ESV)

May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!
o

o

Psalm 76:11-12
11
Make your vows to the LORD your God and perform them;
let all around him bring gifts
to him who is to be feared,
12
who cuts off the spirit of princes,
who is to be feared by the kings of the earth.
Psalm 67:7 (ESV)
7

o

o

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be feared above all gods.

Psalm 96:9 (ESV)
9

o

a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones,
and awesome above all who are around him?

Psalm 96:4 (ESV)
4

o

Teach me your way, O Lord,
that I may walk in your truth;
unite my heart to fear your name.

Psalm 89:7 (ESV)
7

o

God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

Psalm 86:11 (ESV)
11

7

For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
tremble before him, all the earth!

Psalm 5:7 (ESV)

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple
in the fear of you.
o

Psalm 99:1 (ESV)

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!

o

Psalm 114:7 (ESV)
7

o

Proverbs 23:17 (ESV)
17

o

Let not your heart envy sinners,
but continue in the fear of the Lord all the day.

Psalm 102:15 (ESV)
15

o

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,

Nations will fear the name of the Lord,
and all the kings of the earth will fear your glory.

Isaiah 8:13 (ESV)
13

But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and let
him be your dread.
o

Isaiah 32:11 (ESV)
11

Tremble, you women who are at ease,
shudder, you complacent ones;
strip, and make yourselves bare,
and tie sackcloth around your waist.
o

Ephesians 6:5 (ESV)
5

Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere
heart, as you would Christ,
o

1 Peter 1:17 (ESV)
17

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,
o

1 Peter 2:17 (ESV)
17

o

Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Revelation 14:7 (ESV)
7

And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of
his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and
the springs of water.”
o

Romans 11:20 (ESV)
20



That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast
through faith. So do not become proud, but fear.
A sign of adherence to being on the side of God. Basically used the same way that we say
"He is a follower of Christ" (35 verses, 8 NT)
o

Genesis 42:18 (ESV)
18

o

On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God:

Exodus 9:30 (ESV)
30

But as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet fear the Lord God.”
(Moses rebukes the Egyptians for not listening to the plagues)
o

Deuteronomy 25:18 (ESV)
18

how he attacked you on the way when you were faint and weary, and cut off your
tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did not fear God.
o

Judges 7:3 (ESV)

3

Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and
trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’ ” Then 22,000
of the people returned, and 10,000 remained.
o

1 Kings 18:3 (ESV)
3

And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the
Lord greatly,
o

1 Kings 18:12 (ESV)
12

And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know
not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill
me, although I your servant have feared the Lord from my youth.
o

2 Kings 4:1 (ESV)

Now the wife of one of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha, “Your servant my
husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord, but the creditor
has come to take my two children to be his slaves.”
o

Ezra 9:4 (ESV)
4

Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the
faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered around me while I sat appalled until
the evening sacrifice.
o

Ezra 10:3 (ESV)
3

Therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all these wives and
their children, according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the
commandment of our God, and let it be done according to the Law.
o

Job 1:1 (ESV)

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was
blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.
o

Job 1:8 (ESV)
8

And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns
away from evil?”
o

Job 2:3 (ESV)
3

And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns
away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him
to destroy him without reason.”
o

Psalm 22:23 (ESV)
23

o
25

You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

Psalm 22:25 (ESV)

From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will perform before those who fear him.
o

Psalm 40:3 (ESV)
3

He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.

Many will see and fear,
and put their trust in the Lord.
o

Psalm 55:19 (ESV)
19

God will give ear and humble them,
he who is enthroned from of old, Selah
because they do not change
and do not fear God.
o
16

Psalm 66:16 (ESV)

Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
o

Psalm 115:11 (ESV)
11

o

Psalm 118:4 (ESV)
4

o

10

O house of Levi, bless the Lord!
You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord!

Isaiah 50:10 (ESV)

Who among you fears the Lord
and obeys the voice of his servant?
Let him who walks in darkness
and has no light
trust in the name of the Lord
and rely on his God.
o

5

Let those who fear you turn to me,
that they may know your testimonies.

Psalm 135:20 (ESV)
20

o

Those who fear you shall see me and rejoice,
because I have hoped in your word.

Psalm 119:79 (ESV)
79

o

I am a companion of all who fear you,
of those who keep your precepts.

Psalm 119:74 (ESV)
74

o

Let those who fear the Lord say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

Psalm 119:63 (ESV)
63

o

You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord!
He is their help and their shield.

Isaiah 66:5 (ESV)

Hear the word of the Lord,
you who tremble at his word:
“Your brothers who hate you
and cast you out for my name’s sake
have said, ‘Let the Lord be glorified,
that we may see your joy’;

but it is they who shall be put to shame.
o

Jonah 1:9 (ESV)
9

And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land.”
o

Malachi 3:16 (ESV)
16

Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who
feared the Lord and esteemed his name.
o

Luke 18:2 (ESV) (Also Luke 18:4)
2

He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected
man.
o

Acts 9:31 (ESV)
31

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was
being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, it multiplied.
o

Acts 10:2 (ESV)
2

a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed continually to God.
o

Acts 10:22 (ESV)
22

And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is
well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for
you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.”
o

Acts 13:16 (ESV)
16

So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said:
“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen.
o

Acts 13:26 (ESV)
26

“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to
us has been sent the message of this salvation.
o

Revelation 19:5 (ESV)
5



And from the throne came a voice saying,
“Praise our God,
all you his servants,
you who fear him,
small and great.” (Right before the marriage supper of the Lamb and the rider
on the white horse.)
A very wonderful thing to have (4 verses)
o

Proverbs 15:16 (ESV)
16

o

Proverbs 31:30 (ESV)
30

o

Better is a little with the fear of the Lord
than great treasure and trouble with it.
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.

Isaiah 33:6 (ESV)
6

and he will be the stability of your times,
abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge;

the fear of the Lord is Zion’s treasure.
o

Jeremiah 2:19 (ESV)
19



Your evil will chastise you,
and your apostasy will reprove you.
Know and see that it is evil and bitter
for you to forsake the Lord your God;
the fear of me is not in you,
declares the Lord God of hosts.
An activity rewarded by God, or punishable if not adhered. Job shows us that this is not a
hard and fast rule. (31-2 verses, 2 NT)
o

Exodus 1:21 (ESV)
21

o

And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.

Deuteronomy 5:29 (ESV)
29

Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my
commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants
forever!
o

1 Samuel 12:14 (ESV)
14

If you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the
commandment of the Lord, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will
follow the Lord your God, it will be well.
o

2 Samuel 23:3 (ESV)
3

The God of Israel has spoken;
the Rock of Israel has said to me:
When one rules justly over men,
ruling in the fear of God, (Context explains this further)
o

2 Kings 17:25 (ESV)
25

And at the beginning of their dwelling there, they did not fear the Lord. Therefore
the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some of them.
o

2 Chronicles 26:5 (ESV)
5

He set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear
of God, and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper.
o

Nehemiah 1:11 (ESV)
11

O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer
of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant
today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.”
Now I was cupbearer to the king.
o

Job 1:9 (ESV)
9

o

Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason?

Psalm 25:13 (ESV)
13

o
19

His soul shall abide in well-being,
and his offspring shall inherit the land. (Reference to the one who fears the
Lord)

Psalm 31:19 (ESV)

Oh, how abundant is your goodness,

which you have stored up for those who fear you
and worked for those who take refuge in you,
in the sight of the children of mankind!
o

Psalm 34:7 (ESV)
7

o

Psalm 34:9 (ESV)
9

o

As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.

Psalm 111:5 (ESV)
5

o

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

Psalm 103:13 (ESV)
13

o

For you, O God, have heard my vows;
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.

Psalm 85:9 (ESV)
9

o

Oh, fear the Lord, you his saints,
for those who fear him have no lack!

Psalm 61:5 (ESV)
5

o

The angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them.

He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.

Psalm 112:1 (ESV)

Praise the Lord!
Blessed is the man who fears the Lord,
who greatly delights in his commandments!
o

Psalm 115:13 (ESV)
13

o
1

Psalm 128:1 (ESV)

Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord,
who walks in his ways!
o

Psalm 128:4 (ESV)
4

o

o

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him;
he also hears their cry and saves them.

Proverbs 22:4 (ESV)
4

o

Behold, thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the Lord.

Psalm 145:19 (ESV)
19

21

he will bless those who fear the Lord,
both the small and the great.

The reward for humility and fear of the Lord
is riches and honor and life.

Proverbs 24:21 (ESV)

My son, fear the Lord and the king,

and do not join with those who do otherwise, (v. 22 "for disaster will arise
suddenly from them, and who knows the ruin that will come from them
both?")
o

Proverbs 28:14 (ESV)
14

o

Blessed is the one who fears the Lord always,
but whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity.

Jeremiah 26:19 (ESV)

19

Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not fear the Lord and
entreat the favor of the Lord, and did not the Lord relent of the disaster that he had
pronounced against them? But we are about to bring great disaster upon ourselves.”
o

Jeremiah 44:10 (ESV)
10

They have not humbled themselves even to this day, nor have they feared, nor
walked in my law and my statutes that I set before you and before your fathers. (the
following verse speaks of God's judgment because of this.)
o
3

Hosea 10:3 (ESV)

For now they will say:
“We have no king,
for we do not fear the Lord;
and a king—what could he do for us?”
o

Malachi 3:5 (ESV)
5

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
o

Malachi 4:2 (ESV)
2

But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in
its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.
o

Luke 1:50 (ESV)
50

o

And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

Revelation 11:18 (ESV)
18



The nations raged,
but your wrath came,
and the time for the dead to be judged,
and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints,
and those who fear your name,
both small and great,
and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.” (Proclaimed after God gains
dominion over earth.)
A quality of leadership (3 verses)
o

Exodus 18:21 (ESV)

21

Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are
trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.
o

2 Samuel 23:3 (ESV)
3

The God of Israel has spoken;
the Rock of Israel has said to me:
When one rules justly over men,
ruling in the fear of God,
o

Nehemiah 7:2 (ESV)
2



I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the governor of the castle charge over
Jerusalem, for he was a more faithful and God-fearing man than many.
Compared with proper treatment of others (10-2 verses, 1 NT)
o

Leviticus 19:14 (ESV)
14

You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you
shall fear your God: I am the Lord.
o

Leviticus 19:32 (ESV)
32

“You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and
you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.
o

Leviticus 25:17 (ESV)
17

You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God, for I am the Lord
your God.
o

Leviticus 25:36 (ESV)
36

Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live
beside you.
o

Leviticus 25:43 (ESV)
43

o

You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your God.

2 Samuel 23:3 (ESV)
3

The God of Israel has spoken;
the Rock of Israel has said to me:
When one rules justly over men,
ruling in the fear of God,
o

2 Chronicles 19:7 (ESV)
7

Now then, let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Be careful what you do, for there is
no injustice with the Lord our God, or partiality or taking bribes.”
o

2 Chronicles 19:9 (ESV)
9

And he charged them: “Thus you shall do in the fear of the Lord, in faithfulness,
and with your whole heart: (about appointing judges over people)
o
14

Job 6:14 (ESV)

“He who withholds kindness from a friend
forsakes the fear of the Almighty.
o

Luke 18:2 (ESV) (Also Luke 18:4)
2



He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected
man.
The Old Covenant was characterized by fear of God and also peace, interestingly. (1 verse)

o

Malachi 2:5 (ESV)
5



My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a
covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name.
Our fear of God should be even greater than Old Testament fear (1 verse)
o

Hebrews 12:21 (ESV)
21



Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” This
whole passage compares how the Israelites feared what they could not even
approach. But we have approached it! Interestingly, this is shortly after the Hebrews
10 passage of drawing near.
This kind of fear is used in other contexts. Most of them are negative (Do not include
these verses in the verse count for fearing God)
o

Judges 6:10 (ESV)
10

And I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; you shall not fear the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell.’ But you have not obeyed my voice.”
o

1 Samuel 14:26 (ESV)
26

And when the people entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, but no
one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. (Saul's rash oath)
o

Numbers 14:9 (ESV)
9

Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the people of the land, for they
are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do
not fear them.”
o

1 Samuel 15:24 (ESV)
24

Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of
the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.
o

1 Samuel 18:15 (ESV)
15

o

And when Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in fearful awe of him.

2 Kings 17:7 (ESV)
7

And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the Lord their
God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods
o

Esther 5:9 (ESV)
9

And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw
Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was
filled with wrath against Mordecai. (It seems that this was a common cultural thing
to do before Kings)
o

Psalm 139:14 (ESV)
14

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.
o

Proverbs 29:25 (ESV)
25

o

The fear of man lays a snare,
but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe.

Isaiah 8:12 (ESV)
12

Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what
they fear, nor be in dread. (Next verse says to "let God be your fear" instead.)

o

Daniel 1:10 (ESV)
10

and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned
your food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition
than the youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the
king.”
o

Daniel 5:19 (ESV)
19

And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and
languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom
he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he
humbled.
o

Daniel 10:8 (ESV)
8

So I was left alone and saw this great vision, and no strength was left in me. My
radiant appearance was fearfully changed, and I retained no strength.
o
2

Habakkuk 3:2 (ESV)

O Lord, I have heard the report of you,
and your work, O Lord, do I fear.
In the midst of the years revive it;
in the midst of the years make it known;
in wrath remember mercy.
o

Romans 13:3 (ESV)
3

For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval,
(Speaking about earthly authorities that God has put in power)
o

1 Corinthians 2:3 (ESV)
3

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,

o

Jude 23 (ESV)

o

23

o

1 Samuel 28:5 (ESV)

save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear,
hating even the garment stained by the flesh. (Probably means to show mercy with
caution)
5

When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled
greatly.


A typical positive form of "fear" apart from fearing God is when foreigners fear Israel (Do
not include these verses in the verse count for fearing God)
o

1 Kings 8:43 (ESV)
43

hear in heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for which the foreigner
calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear
you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that this house that I have
built is called by your name. (In this instance, the foreigner is treated well by Israel
and therefore fears Israel. Interesting!)
o

1 Chronicles 14:17 (ESV)
17

And the fame of David went out into all lands, and the Lord brought the fear of
him upon all nations.

o

Esther 8:17 (ESV)
17

And in every province and in every city, wherever the king’s command and his
edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday.
And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the
Jews had fallen on them.
o

Acts 16:29 (ESV)
29

And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down
before Paul and Silas.
2 Samuel 22:46 (ESV)
o



46

Foreigners lost heart
and came trembling out of their fortresses.

The beginning of wisdom and knowledge (5 verses)
o Psalm 111:10 (ESV)
10

o
7

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!

Proverbs 1:7 (ESV)

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and instruction.
o

Proverbs 1:29 (ESV)
29

o

Proverbs 9:10 (ESV)
10

o

Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the Lord, (Those who did not listen to God
or seek knowledge)
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

Proverbs 15:33 (ESV)
33



The fear of the Lord is instruction in wisdom,
and humility comes before honor.
Jesus had this fear (2 verses)
o Isaiah 11:2-3 (ESV)
2



And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
A perfectly logical conclusion considering who God is. (6-1, 2 NT)
o Jeremiah 10:7 (ESV)
7

Who would not fear you, O King of the nations?
For this is your due;
for among all the wise ones of the nations

and in all their kingdoms
there is none like you.
o

Daniel 6:26 (ESV)
26

I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear
before the God of Daniel,
for he is the living God,
enduring forever;
his kingdom shall never be destroyed,
and his dominion shall be to the end.
o

Micah 6:9 (ESV)
9

The voice of the Lord cries to the city—
and it is sound wisdom to fear your name:
“Hear of the rod and of him who appointed it!
o

Malachi 1:6 (ESV)
6

“A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father,
where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the Lord of
hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we
despised your name?’
o

Luke 23:40 (ESV)
40

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation?
o

Hebrews 10:31 (ESV)
31



It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Speaking of God's
judgment)
Fearing God is morally pure/ceremonially clean (1)
o Psalm 19:9 (ESV)
9

the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever;
the rules of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.


Fearing God is the process of becoming holy (2, 2 NT)
o 2 Corinthians 7:1 (ESV)

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of
God.
o

Philippians 2:12 (ESV)
12

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in
my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling,


Fear is a matter of receiving God (1, 1 NT)
o 2 Corinthians 7:15 (ESV)

15

And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of
you all, how you received him with fear and trembling.


Fear can refer to other Holy things
o

1 Samuel 4:13 (ESV)
13

When he arrived, Eli was sitting on his seat by the road watching, for his heart
trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city and told the
news, all the city cried out.



Contrast examples of where fear is a bad thing (do not count these):
o Isaiah 41:10 (ESV)
10

fear not, for I am with you;
be not dismayed, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Isaiah 41:13 (ESV)
o

o
o

13

For I, the Lord your God,
hold your right hand;
it is I who say to you, “Fear not,
I am the one who helps you.”
Exodus 20:20 "Moses said to the people 'Do not be afraid. God has come to
test you so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning."
Mark 11:18 (ESV)
18

And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to
destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his
teaching.
o

Luke 1:74 (ESV)
74

that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, (Zechariah's praise of God fulfilling his covenant
with Abraham)
o

Luke 8:37 (ESV)
37

Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him
to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the
boat and returned.
o Ephesians 6:5 (ESV)
5
Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a
sincere heart, as you would Christ,
o

1 John 4:18 (ESV)
18

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.
o

1 Peter 3: 15 (ESV)

15

but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect, ("respect" is usually translated as "fear" in the NT)

Part 2: What does the Fear of God do?


To keep people from sinning, and cause them to obey God (24 verses, 6 NT)
o Genesis 20:11 (ESV)
11

Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this
place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’
o

Exodus 1:17 (ESV)
17

But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded
them, but let the male children live.
o

Exodus 20:20 (ESV)
20

Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the
fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.”
o

Deuteronomy 13:11 (ESV)
11

And all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such wickedness as this
among you. (Interesting how "fear of God" is shortened to fear, forcing us into a
more literal interpretation of the word "fear.") (The results of a Levitical
punishment)
o

Deuteronomy 17:13 (ESV)
13

And all the people shall hear and fear and not act presumptuously again. (Results
from a Levitical punishment)
o

Deuteronomy 19:20 (ESV)
20

And the rest shall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil
among you.
o

Deuteronomy 21:21 (ESV)
21

Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. So you shall
purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.
o

1 Samuel 12:18 (ESV)
18

So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day, and
all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. (This was a message to rebuke
wickedness)
o

Nehemiah 5:15 (ESV)
15

The former governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people and
took from them for their daily ration forty shekels of silver. Even their servants
lorded it over the people. But I did not do so, because of the fear of God.
o
1

Psalm 36:1 (ESV)

Transgression speaks to the wicked
deep in his heart;
there is no fear of God

before his eyes. (Paul quotes this in Romans 3 to say that no one ever had true
fear of God)
o
o

Proverbs 8:13 (ESV)
13
The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil.

Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
and perverted speech I hate.
o

Proverbs 14:2 (ESV)
2

o

Proverbs 16:6 (ESV)
6

o

Whoever walks in uprightness fears the Lord,
but he who is devious in his ways despises him.
By steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for,
and by the fear of the Lord one turns away from evil.

Jeremiah 3:8 (ESV)
8

She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away
with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too
went and played the whore.
o

Genesis 22:12 (ESV)
12

He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know
that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
o

2 Chronicles 14:14 (ESV)
14

And they attacked all the cities around Gerar, for the fear of the Lord was upon
them. They plundered all the cities, for there was much plunder in them. (This one
was a bit hard to categorize.)
o

Psalm 25:12 (ESV)
12

o

Who is the man who fears the Lord?
Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose.

Malachi 1:14 (ESV)
14

Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to
the Lord what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and my
name will be feared among the nations.
o

Mark 5:33 (ESV)
33

But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling
and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. (In response to Jesus asking
who he was touched by.)
o

2 Corinthians 5:11 (ESV)
11

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is
known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.
o

Colossians 3:22 (ESV)
22

Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way
of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.
o

Hebrews 11:7 (ESV)
7

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent
fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
o

Ephesians 5:21 (ESV)

21

submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. ("Reverence is usually translated
"fear")
o

2 Peter 2:10 (ESV)
10

and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise
authority.
Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones,


God is in good relationship with these people (6 verses, 1 NT)
o

Psalm 25:14 (ESV)
14

o

Psalm 103:11 (ESV)
11

o

The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
and he makes known to them his covenant.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

Psalm 103:17 (ESV)
17

But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who
fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
o

Psalm 147:11 (ESV)
11

o

but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

Isaiah 66:2 (ESV)
2

All these things my hand has made,
and so all these things came to be,
declares the Lord.
But this is the one to whom I will look:
he who is humble and contrite in spirit
and trembles at my word.
o

Acts 10:35 (ESV)
35

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him.



Used in the Job dialogue (Most of the verses I put here in their own category because of
the interpretative difficulty of Job):
o

Job 4:6 (ESV) (9-1 times)
6

o

Job 9:35 (ESV)
35

o

Is not your fear of God your confidence,
and the integrity of your ways your hope?
Then I would speak without fear of him,
for I am not so in myself. (This one is interesting because it's the only place I've
found so far in the OT where fear of God is used negatively.)

Job 15:4 (ESV)
4

But you are doing away with the fear of God
and hindering meditation before God.

o

Job 22:4 (ESV)
4

o
2

Is it for your fear of him that he reproves you
and enters into judgment with you?

Job 25:2 (ESV)

“Dominion and fear are with God;
he makes peace in his high heaven.
o

Job 28:28 (ESV)
28

And he said to man,
‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
and to turn away from evil is understanding.’ ”
o

Job 33:7 (ESV)
7

o

Job 37:24 (ESV)
24

o

Therefore men fear him;
he does not regard any who are wise in their own conceit.” (Speaking about
God's power and righteousness)

Job 39:16 (ESV)
16



Behold, no fear of me need terrify you;
my pressure will not be heavy upon you. (How interesting that fear is
contrasted with being terrified! This one is red because it is not about the fear
of the Lord.)

She deals cruelly with her young, as if they were not hers;
though her labor be in vain, yet she has no fear, (v. 17 "because God has made
her forget wisdom")

Prevents other nations from taunting you. (1)
o

Nehemiah 5:9 (ESV)
9

So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not to walk in the
fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies?


For our good, preservation, and safety (12 verses)
o

Deuteronomy 6:24 (ESV)
24

And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for
our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day.
o

Psalm 15:4 (ESV)
4

in whose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honors those who fear the Lord;
who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
o
18

Psalm 33:18 (ESV)

Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love, (v. 19 "that he may deliver their soul
from death and keep them alive in famine.")
o

Psalm 60:4 (ESV)

4

You have set up a banner for those who fear you,
that they may flee to it from the bow. Selah
o

Proverbs 3:7 (ESV)
7

o

Be not wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. (v. 8: "It will be healing to your flesh
and refreshment to your bones.")

Proverbs 10:27 (ESV)
27

o

The fear of the Lord prolongs life,
but the years of the wicked will be short.
Proverbs 14:26-27

o

26
In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence,
and his children will have a refuge.
27
The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life,
that one may turn away from the snares of death.
Proverbs 19:23 (ESV)
23

o

The fear of the Lord leads to life,
and whoever has it rests satisfied;
he will not be visited by harm.

Ecclesiastes 7:18 (ESV)
18

It is good that you should take hold of this, and from that withhold not your hand,
for the one who fears God shall come out from both of them. ("them" = death and
destruction)
o

Ecclesiastes 8:12-13 (ESV)
12

Though a sinner does evil a hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it
will be well with those who fear God, because they fear before him.
13

But it will not be well with the wicked, neither will he prolong his days like a shadow,
because he does not fear before God.


It gives real purpose to life (2)
o

Ecclesiastes 5:7 (ESV)
7

For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the
one you must fear.
o

Ecclesiastes 12:13 (ESV)
13

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man.


Fear of other things usurps fear of God. We see this in many places, but the following is
most obvious. (3, 2 NT)
o

11

Isaiah 57:11 (ESV)

Whom did you dread and fear,
so that you lied,
and did not remember me,
did not lay it to heart?
Have I not held my peace, even for a long time,
and you do not fear me?

o

Matthew 10:28 (ESV)
28

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
o

Luke 12:5 (ESV)
5

But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to
cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! (A contrast to not fear those who can kill the
body.)
Part 3: How do we Learn to Fear God?


Accomplished by obeying God's word (15 verses)
o Exodus 9:20-21
20 Then whoever feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his
slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21 but whoever did not pay attention to the word of
the LORD left his slaves and his livestock in the field.
o Deuteronomy 6:2 (ESV)
2

that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by
keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days
of your life, and that your days may be long.
o

Deuteronomy 8:6 (ESV)
6

So you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways
and by fearing him.
o

2 Kings 17:25 (ESV)
25

And at the beginning of their dwelling there, they did not fear the Lord. Therefore
the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some of them. (The next verses have
someone telling the King of Assyria that these people were killed because they "do
not know the Law of God in the land.")
o

2 Kings 17:28 (ESV)
28

So one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and lived in
Bethel and taught them how they should fear the Lord. (A response to 2 Kings 17:25)
o

2 Kings 17:32-41 (Every verse but one!)
32 They also feared the LORD and appointed from among themselves all sorts of people as
priests of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. 33 So
they feared the LORD but also served their own gods, after the manner of the nations from
among whom they had been carried away.
34 To this day they do according to the former manner. They do not fear the LORD, and they
do not follow the statutes or the rules or the law or the commandment that the LORD
commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel. 35 The LORD made a covenant
with them and commanded them, “You shall not fear other gods or bow yourselves to them
or serve them or sacrifice to them, 36 but you shall fear the LORD, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt with great power and with an outstretched arm. You shall bow yourselves
to him, and to him you shall sacrifice. 37 And the statutes and the rules and the law and the
commandment that he wrote for you, you shall always be careful to do. You shall not fear
other gods, 38 and you shall not forget the covenant that I have made with you. You shall
not fear other gods, 39 but you shall fear the LORD your God, and he will deliver you out of

o

the hand of all your enemies.” 40 However, they would not listen, but they did according to
their former manner.
41 So these nations feared the LORD and also served their carved images. Their children did
likewise, and their children’s children—as their fathers did, so they do to this day.
Isaiah 63:17 (ESV)
17

O Lord, why do you make us wander from your ways
and harden our heart, so that we fear you not?
Return for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your heritage.


Fear comes to those who hear God speak (7 verses, 2 NT)
o

Deuteronomy 4:10 (ESV)
10

how on the day that you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, the Lord said
to me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they
may learn to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may
teach their children so.’
o

Amos 3:8 (ESV)
8

The lion has roared;
who will not fear?
The Lord God has spoken;
who can but prophesy?”
o

Haggai 1:12 (ESV)
12

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God,
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him. And the
people feared the Lord.
o

2 Corinthians 7:11 (ESV)
11

For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal,
what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the
matter. (Speaking about their response to Paul's letter)
o
10

Hosea 11:10-11 (ESV)

They shall go after the Lord;
he will roar like a lion;
when he roars,
his children shall come trembling from the west;
11
they shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,
and like doves from the land of Assyria,
and I will return them to their homes, declares the Lord.
o

Acts 7: 32 (ESV)
32

‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And
Moses trembled and did not dare to look.


Eating a tithe before God helps other to learn how to fear God.

o

Deuteronomy 14:23 (ESV) (1)
23



And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name
dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and
the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God
always.
It is not attained by human means (1)
o

13

Isaiah 29:13 (ESV)

And the Lord said:
“Because this people draw near with their mouth
and honor me with their lips,
while their hearts are far from me,
and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men,
 Given to us by God (5 verses)
o

Jeremiah 32:39-40 (ESV)
39

I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their
own good and the good of their children after them. 40 I will make with them an
everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will
put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me.
o

Daniel 10:10-11 (ESV)
10

And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees.
And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I
speak to you, and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had
spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling.
11

o

Hosea 3:5 (ESV)
5



Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God, and David
their king, and they shall come in fear to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter
days. (In the same way, Hosea returned to his adulterous wife)
Reading the Law helps us to Fear God (5 verses)
o

Deuteronomy 17:19 (ESV)
19

And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may
learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes,
and doing them,
o

Deuteronomy 28:58 (ESV)
58

o

“If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book,
that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, the Lord your God,
Deuteronomy 31:12-13 (ESV)

o

12 Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner within your towns,
that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words
of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear
the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land that you are going over the Jordan to
possess.”
2 Chronicles 17:10 (ESV)

10



And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were around
Judah, and they made no war against Jehoshaphat. (The verse prior speaks about
how they were all taught the Word of God)
Seeking wisdom and insight leads to the Fear of God (1)
o

Proverbs 2:5 (ESV)
5



then you will understand the fear of the Lord
and find the knowledge of God.

A public rebuke creates fear (2, 1 NT)
o Ezra 10:9 (ESV)
9

Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three
days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. And all the people
sat in the open square before the house of God, trembling because of this matter
and because of the heavy rain.
o

1 Timothy 5:20 (ESV)
20

As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest
may stand in fear.


A response to seeing the power of God, typically judgment or forgiveness from God. (51-2, 12 NT)
o Exodus 14:31 (ESV)
31

Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people
feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
o

Exodus 15:14-15 (ESV)
14

15

o

The peoples have heard; they tremble;
pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia.
Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed;
trembling seizes the leaders of Moab;
all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.

Exodus 19:16 (ESV)
16

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick
cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the
camp trembled.
o

Exodus 20:18 (ESV)
18

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and
trembled, and they stood far off
o

Joshua 4:24 (ESV)
24

so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty,
that you may fear the Lord your God forever.” (After God drying up the Jordan)
o

1 Samuel 12:18 (ESV)
18

So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day, and
all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel.
o

1 Kings 8:40 (ESV)
40

that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our
fathers. (Speaking about God causing and revoking judgement)
o

1 Chronicles 16:25 (ESV)
25

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,

and he is to be feared above all gods. (Verses before and after show that this is
a response to seeing the power of God)
o

2 Chronicles 6:33 (ESV)
33

hear from heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for which the
foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name
and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that this house that I
have built is called by your name. (Specifically, this one is about God forgiving and
dealing with people according to their hearts.)
o

2 Chronicles 20:29 (ESV)
29

And the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard
that the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel.
o

Ezra 10:9 (ESV)
9

Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three
days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. And all the people
sat in the open square before the house of God, trembling because of this matter
and because of the heavy rain.
o

Job 37:1 (ESV)

“At this also my heart trembles
and leaps out of its place.
o

Psalm 48:6 (ESV)
6

o

Psalm 52:6 (ESV)
6

o

o

The righteous shall see and fear,
and shall laugh at him, saying, (about the judgement of God)

Psalm 64:9 (ESV)
9

o

Trembling took hold of them there,
anguish as of a woman in labor. (After kings see the glory of mount Zion)

Then all mankind fears;
they tell what God has brought about
and ponder what he has done. (after seeing the judgement of God)

Psalm 76:7-8
7
But you, you are to be feared!
Who can stand before you
when once your anger is roused?
8
From the heavens you uttered judgment;
the earth feared and was still,
Psalm 90:11 (ESV)
11

o

Psalm 119:38 (ESV)
38

o

Confirm to your servant your promise,
that you may be feared.

Psalm 119:120 (ESV)
120

o

Who considers the power of your anger,
and your wrath according to the fear of you?

My flesh trembles for fear of you,
and I am afraid of your judgments.

Psalm 130:4 (ESV)

4

o

But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

Ecclesiastes 3:14 (ESV)
14

I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it,
nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him.
o

Isaiah 19:16 (ESV)
16

In that day the Egyptians will be like women, and tremble with fear before the
hand that the Lord of hosts shakes over them.
o

Isaiah 25:3 (ESV)
3

o

Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you. (in response to God overthrowing a city)

Isaiah 33:14 (ESV)
14

The sinners in Zion are afraid;
trembling has seized the godless:
“Who among us can dwell with the consuming fire?
Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?”
o

Isaiah 59:19 (ESV)
19

So they shall fear the name of the Lord from the west,
and his glory from the rising of the sun;
for he will come like a rushing stream,
which the wind of the Lord drives.
o

Jeremiah 5:22 (ESV)
22

Do you not fear me? declares the Lord.
Do you not tremble before me?
I placed the sand as the boundary for the sea,
a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass;
though the waves toss, they cannot prevail;
though they roar, they cannot pass over it.
o

Jeremiah 5:24 (ESV)
24

They do not say in their hearts,
‘Let us fear the Lord our God,
who gives the rain in its season,
the autumn rain and the spring rain,
and keeps for us
the weeks appointed for the harvest.’
o

Jeremiah 33:9 (ESV)
9

And this city shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and a glory before all the
nations of the earth who shall hear of all the good that I do for them. They shall fear
and tremble because of all the good and all the prosperity I provide for it.
o

Ezekiel 26:16 (ESV)
16

Then all the princes of the sea will step down from their thrones and remove their
robes and strip off their embroidered garments. They will clothe themselves with
trembling; they will sit on the ground and tremble every moment and be appalled at
you.
o

Ezekiel 30:13 (ESV)

13

“Thus says the Lord God:

“I will destroy the idols
and put an end to the images in Memphis;
there shall no longer be a prince from the land of Egypt;
so I will put fear in the land of Egypt.
o

Jonah 1:16 (ESV)
16

Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord
and made vows. (After seeing God create and calm a storm)
o

Micah 7:17 (ESV)
17

they shall lick the dust like a serpent,
like the crawling things of the earth;
they shall come trembling out of their strongholds;
they shall turn in dread to the Lord our God,
and they shall be in fear of you.
o

Joel 2:1 (ESV)

Blow a trumpet in Zion;
sound an alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near,
o
2

Habakkuk 3:2 (ESV)

O Lord, I have heard the report of you,
and your work, O Lord, do I fear.
In the midst of the years revive it;
in the midst of the years make it known;
in wrath remember mercy.
o

Habakkuk 3:7 (ESV)
7

o

I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction;
the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.

Zephaniah 3:7 (ESV)
7

I said, ‘Surely you will fear me;
you will accept correction.
Then your dwelling would not be cut off
according to all that I have appointed against you.’
But all the more they were eager
to make all their deeds corrupt. (After fierce judgment)
o

Matthew 28:8 (ESV)
8

So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. (hearing about the risen Jesus)
o

Mark 16:6 (ESV)
8

o

And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
Luke 7:16

16

Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen
among us!” and “God has visited his people!” (After seeing Jesus raise a boy from
the dead)
o

Luke 8:47 (ESV
47

And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and
falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had
touched him, and how she had been immediately healed.
o

Acts 5:5 (ESV) (See also his wife in 5:11)
5

o

o

When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great
fear came upon all who heard of it.
Acts 19:17 (ESV)
17
And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks.
And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. (After
seeing a demon-possessed man beat up someone who was not a true follower of
God)
Hebrews 10:31 (ESV)
31

o

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Revelation 15:4 (ESV)
4

Who will not fear, O Lord,
and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”
o

Luke 5:26 (ESV)
26

And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe,
saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.” ("awe" is usually translated
"fear")
o

Acts 2:43 (ESV)
43

And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. ("awe" is usually translated "fear")
o

Acts 16:29 (ESV)
29

And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down
before Paul and Silas. (Immediately following he asks "What must I do to be saved?")


It comes at the mere sight of God
o

16

Psalm 77:16 (ESV)

When the waters saw you, O God,
when the waters saw you, they were afraid;
indeed, the deep trembled.
o

Isaiah 19:1 (ESV)

An oracle concerning Egypt.
Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud

and comes to Egypt;
and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence,
and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.
o

Isaiah 64:2 (ESV)
2

as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
and that the nations might tremble at your presence!

